
Email is a primary source of historical change sin -
ce the 1990s. Email ar chi ves are, therefore, a new,
 born-digital type of archives of near con  tem  po ra -
ry history, a history now star ting to come un der 
historical scru tiny. To 'do' the 1990s well, his  to -
rians will need his to ries of email, me thods for 
wor king with email, and reflections of whe ther 
email-as-ar chi ve creates ten sions with ar chi val 
prac tice and traditions.

James Baker will outline the initial steps of this 
work. He will talk about three historical sources of
 how peo ple encountered and ne go tia ted this form
 of communication circa 1990-2007: the Mass Ob -
ser va tion Archive, the En ron email ar chi ve and a 
ling u is tic email corpus from this period. 
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